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85. Discorhabdus corollatus Nöel (1965) emend. Rahman & Roth (1992) 
 

 

 

 
Figs. 1.1-1.5 [sic] actually figs 3.1-3.5 

 
non 1954 Rhabdolithus patulus DEFLANDRE in DEFLANDRE & FERT, p. 39, Pl. 15, Figs. 

40,45, Textfigs. 97, 98. 
1965a Discorhabdus corollatus NÖEL, p. 147, Pl. 22, Fig. 6. 
1965a Discorhabdus gibbosus NÖEL, p. 146-147, Textfig. 58, Pl. 22, Figs. 3-4. 
1965a Discorhabdus patulus (DEFLANDRE) NÖEL; NÖEL, p. 141-144, Pl. 21, Figs. 6-8, 10-11, 

Pl. 22, Figs. 1-2, 7, 9-10. 
1965b Discorhabdus patulus (DEFLANDRE) NÖEL; NÖEL (partim), p. 10, Figs. 56, 58, non 

57. 
1974 Discorhabdus patulus (DEFLANDRE) NÖEL; BARNARD & HAY, Pl. 3, Fig. 12, Pl. 6, 

Fig. 11. 
1982 Discorhabdus patulus (DEFLANDRE) NÖEL; HAMILTON, Pl. 3.2, Fig. 13. 
 
Original diagnosis: "Discorhabdus with a long cylindrical stem which enlarges into a 

regular corolla" (NOËL 1965a). 
Emended diagnosis: A relatively small species of Discorhabdus with a hollow cylindrical 

stem ranging in height from one-half to two and one-half the diameter of the distal 
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shield. The stem is parallel sided except near the distal end, where it expands to form a 
cone. 

Remarks: D. corollatus has two slightly unequal closely appressed shields. The stem is 
composed of fibrous crystals arranged parallel to the axis of the stem. A cone like 
structure is formed at the distal end, which may have a smooth circular outline or 
'nodes', due to twisting of the calcite crystals. The diameter of the distal end of the stem 
is about one third or less the diameter of the distal shield. The distal flaring of the stem 
is observable in side views under plane polarized light or crossed nicols. In axial views, 
the stem is birefringent and has a circular outline with a dark spot at the center 
indicating the presence of a narrow central canal. 

The morphology of D. gibbosus is sufficiently similar to D. corollatus that the former is 
considered a junior synonym of the latter. The definition of D. corollatus is emended 
here to include D. gibbosus because they are not distinguishable in the light microscope 
based on the criteria NOËL (1965a) proposed. 

Differential diagnosis: D. corollatus is easily distinguishable from D. patulus by the 
presence of a cylindrical stem which is parallel-sided in side views, except near the 
distal end. D. patulus is larger in size and posses a stem shaped like a hourglass in side 
views (see DEFLANDRE & FERT 1954, Pl. 15, Figs. 40-41). At the distal end, this stem 
attains a diameter close to the diameter of the distal shield.  

The relationship of D. corollatus with D. ignotus (GÓRKA 1957) is unclear due to poor 
illustration of the latter taxon. Restudy of the type material of D. ignotus by 
REINHARDT & GÓRKA (1967) did not indicate the presence of a well developed 
central stem, neither is it visible in the holotype. We consider D. ignotus a dubious 
taxon. 

Geologic range: Lower Callovian (BARNARD & HAY 1974) to upper Oxfordian. 
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